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APRIL. 


spotted with black. It is a very common plant i n 
England. The berries remain during winter 
crowded into an oblong spike of a bright scarlet 
colour, after the leaves and spadix have decayed. 
The tuberous root affords an abundant amylaceous 
substance, which, if properly prepared, and the 
acrid juice expressed, forms an excellent substitute 
for wheat flour, and is sold in some places for 
that purpose. Every part of the 

“ Arum, that m mantling hood conceals 

Her sanguine club, and spreads her spotted leaf. 

Arm’d with keen tortures for the unwary tongue,” 

whilst in a recent state is so acrid, that if tasted it 
leaves upon the tongue a painful stinging sensa- 
tion. The leaves were formerly much used by 
washerwomen, for the purpose of softening the 
water. It is usually known to the young by the 
name of ladies' fingers. We now turn in our 
rambles from the edge bank to the wood, where 
we behold the graceful branches of the 

COMMON BIRCII. 

( Betula alba.) 

C ass, Moncecia. Ord Folyandria. N. O. Amentacese. 

“ Where weeps the birch of silver bark, 

And long dishevelled hair.” 

This tree is one of the chief ornaments of wild 
and mountainous scenery, particularly in Wales. 




the common birch. 
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The ‘Might airy pendant birch" as an ornamental 
tree in landscape gardening is seldom surpassed, 
and Coleridge terms it the 

“ Most beautiful 

Of forest trees, the lady of the wood.” 

It is not unfrequent in Scotland, where the droop- 
ing birch (B. pendula) a variety of the preceding, 
with its white rind, forms one of the most beau- 
tiful and bewitchingfeaturesofthe romantic scenery 

of that country, and in Ireland few hilly or wild 
tracts are destitute of the 

“ Well lettered birch. 

Which supplies law, and physic, and grace for the 
church.” 

The leaves of the birch exhale a pleasing fragrance, 
so that it has more than mere beauty to recom- 
mend it, and is noticed by Burns as the “ fragrant 
Birk.” The rind is used in tanning the well- 
known Russia leather. In the spring, when the 
sap begins to rise, a juice is extracted by boring, 
from which birch wine is made, and the slender 
twigs are made into brooms. The male flowers 
are in a scaly catkin, which contains four chives, 
and the female blossoms are produced on the same 
tree, and are also in a scaly catkin. 


